
Summary, SIG Meeting, Literacies – reading, writing and oracy,  
Lisbon 2019 
 

Chair of meeting: Jesper Bremholm (SIG coordinator) 

 

Agenda   

1. Round of presentation 

2. Selection of keeper of the minutes 

3. Report on SIG activities since the ARLE Conference 2017 

a. The Oracy Seminar in Leiden, 2018  

b. Special issue on Oracy in Educational Studies on Language and Literature 

c. Collaborations on symposia for ARLE, Lisbon 

4. Visions for the future of the SIG 

a. Ideas for midway seminars 

b. Other ideas for vivifying the SIG network between the biannual conferences 

5. Revision of the SIG homepage. 

6. Selection of new SIG coordinators.  

7. A.o.b.  

 

Summary 

Ad 1) 

10 delegates participated in the meeting, so there was time for a short presentation of each. 

 

Ad 2) 

Catarina Schmidt volontered to take notes from the meeting for the summary. 

 

Ad 3) 

a. 

Colleagues that had participated The Oracy Seminar in Leiden gave a short report from the very 

succesful event. A short discussion followed and the point was made that it would be good if the 

theme for a future midway seminar was not restricted to a specific aspect (such as oracy) but could 

include literacy as a ‘whole package’ (reading, writing and oracy). 

In continuation the content domain of the SIG was briefly discussed and especially the relation 

between the Literacies SIG and the SIG on Dialogue regarding the status of oracy. It was agreed 

that the Literacies SIG will remain unchanged (e.g. no division between written and spoken 

language) based on the view that the spoken and the written language are integrated aspects of 

literacy. It was stipulated that the SIG coordinators should make sure to communicate and 

coordinate with the coordinators of the SIG Dialogue in order to make sure that te two SIGs coexist 

in a constructive way. 

 

b.  

A special issue on Oracy for L1 - Educational Studies on Language and Literature is now almost 

finished and is ready to be published in 2 weeks. It consists of 6 articles originating from the Leiden 

seminar.  

 



 

c. 

Symposium on writing: On the boarders between oral and written communication (Astrid 

Neumann, Robert Yagelski and Winnie-Karen Giera) 

 

Ad 4) 

a. 

Jesper Bremholm presented a proposal from Nektarios Stellakis (University of Patras) for a midway 

seminar in 2020. Niktarios Stellakis offers to organize a midway seminar at the University of Patras 

in Greece on the topic of early literacy or a topic related to early literacy (e.g. "family literacy 

practices", "early language development as the basis for early literacy", "early literacy for children 

coming from vulnerable groups).  

At the meeting there was generel consent to the proposal and its topic as well as a positive response 

to the prospect of a midway seminar in Patras. Two colleagues volunteered to assist Nektarios 

Stellakis as co-organizers of the midway seminar: Ingvill Krogstad Svanes (Oslo Metropolitan 

University)  and Catarina Schmidt (University of Gothenburg). It was agreed that the group of 

organizers will set a specific date (Spring 2020)  and draw up a call for the seminar to be posted on 

the ARLE website.  

 

b. 

Different ideas for internet communication and collaboration within the SIG-network were discussed. 

Etablishing a Facebook group was proposed, but several voiced reservations towards Facebook. It 

would be ideal if  the SIG home page on the ARLE site had a feature for communication between 

the SIG members. It ws agreed that the coordinators should look into possibilities for an online 

platform for collaboration and interaction between the SIG members. 

 

Ad 5) 

The description of the SIG on the SIG home page was briefly discussed, and the meeting supported 

the view presented by Jesper Bremholm that the description needs a revision. It was agreed that the 

SIG coordinators make a draft for a new description of the SIG for the homepage. The following 

inputs for the description were brougt up at the meeting: a) “Mother tongue” should be changed to 

“L1”; b) More emphasis on educational practices should be considered; c) The presentation and 

integration of oracy should be more clear and explicit (in the present description oracy has a vague 

status).   

The coordinator welcome more input for the description. Please email Jesper Bremholm 

(jbre@kp.dk) suggestions for the description. 

At the midwar seminar in Patras, the coordinators will present a draft of a revised description, and 

at the seminar the draft can be discussed and adjusted. The new and revised description can then be 

finalized and presented tt the SIG meeting at the next ARLE conference. 

 

Ad 6) 

Astrid Neumann (Leuphana Universität Lüneburg, Germany) and Jesper Bremholm (National 

Centre for Reading, Denmark) are both willing to continue as SIG coordinators. Elina Harjunen 

(University of helsinki, Finland) is stepping down as coordinator.  

The following two colleagues offer to step in as new coordinators, and they are accepted with 

applause by the meeting: 

Professor Byeonggon Min, Seoul National University, South Korea 

Anneke Wurth, ph.d.-student, Leiden University, Netherlands 



 

Ad 7) 

Any other business: No 

 

 

Summary prepared by 

Catarina Schmidt and Jesper Bremholm 
 


